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Over the period 1955-1975 the Navy and Marine Corps played an active role in 
U.S. crisis management diplomacy, responding to 99 international incidents and 
crises, exclusive of the Vietnam War. This paper provides a summary history of 
these operations, focusing upon major trends in the Navy's operations over the 
21 -year period. Particular emphasis is given to the employment of major projection 
forces (aircraft carriers and amphibious units) in these responses. Brief descrip- 
tions of the 99 incidents and responses are also presented. 
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Wliil.' ihi.s in clfiirlv ii Urillsh operation, llendlx ;iint Ides II it «n American rcspon 
mi niiii-i it»ii wiili U. Neither provides detailed inl'tiriiiai Ion. Ihilh indicate thai only 
;u <• t'diiiliiiaul forces were Involved. 



I he host estimate at this point Is llwii one or both units In TF o5.9 (a 2 1)1) Hasiern 
Mediterranean patrol force) were redeployed in roiijunciion with tin- Urillsh operation). 
I'lu'sc were the most logical surface comlvitants to have lx-en Involved. 

II is an unusual operation In tluit neither lietulix nor Ides list any participation by 
projection forces in the response (neither carriers nor amphibious units). This Is quite 
singular for a response in the Mediterranean. 

Panam a :< -5/1 95 9 

On 25 April a small force consisting of approximately 90 persons landed on Panama's 
Caribbean coast. It was believed tliat. this force might liave been involved in a plot to 
overthrow the government of Panama. It was also believed to have contacts with Castro's 
government in Culra. 

hi response the U.S. offered the Panamanian government small arms tliat had been 
stockpiled in the Canal Zone. Additionally, a surveillance patrol (1 I3D and 1 MSO) was 
established off Panama's coast to deter additional landings. This force was on station 
by 30 April. It returned to normal operations on 4 May. 

On 1 May the Invaders surrendered. Approximately 80 Cubans were in the invasion 
party. 

Ccndix provides the best coverage of the operation. No amphibious or carrier forces 
were involved. 

Berlin Crisi s 5 -9/1959 ^. 

This was the "Berlin Deadline" Crisis. It followed the 1948 Berlin Blockade Crisis 
and preceded the 1961 Berlin Aide-Memolre C risis. 

In the autumn of 1958, the Soviets began to express concern regarding the introduction 
of nuclear armed missiles onto West German territory. In a 10 November speech, Kru- 
shchev denounced the ' remilitarization 1 of the Federal Republic of Germany. He also 
stated that it was an appropriate time for the East German regime to begin to handle ac- 
cess to Berlin. 

On 27 November Soviet diplomatic notes were sent to the three Western powers in 
Berlin and the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany. They called for nego- 
tiations to turn Berlin into a 'free city' and stated that if negotiations did not produce 

C-21 
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In actuality, there was no immediate major crisis. The Soviet* ««n„ ™„,««^ 

™^2^ J? year# Eventua "y «■ tWs requirement was dropped and the issue 
« SIS a ^ anCe ' P » ndIng thC Sovlet " An »«^n summit schedule? to ? 1960 (whkh 
was subsequently cancelled due to the U-2 incident). 

However, there was Soviet harassment during this period. From Anni *«.,„•• 
September 1959 the Soviets interfered with the SLk of supply £Z towlst terlm 
These actions helped to prompt a U.S. military response. ' 

h.„ ?!!"* i WeS ' ° VAN - 70 » and AACU c*te a Navy response over the period 5-9/1959 

While there was a general alert of Navy forces throughout the world the most 
wTetHtTrr" *T ta *? M ""'—— ■ ^ im^SiJ SixT F ieet 
ti£ £** Ztr 8tat fn°u reatUneSS and depl °y ed ta an ale " Po«ur.. Given 
that the Sixth Fleet CVA force still had a major role in SACEUR's scheduled program 

^erm^r^ milItary " P ° lltlcal *^ » - Soviet Union, an ^ZSvi 

Sixth^f n^. 195 , 9 ^ 0rlginal ,deadline, m ° nth) When the res P° n se initiated, the 
Sixth Fleet carrier force consisted of Intrepid and Roosevelt. When the resnoncPtT™ 

west Berlin) the CVA force was composed of Saratoga and Essex. 

erimESZFE?!!??* « Pr ° Vlde thC be-t summar y of *• Political events during the 
SSiS'SS; ^ andAACU ^ th ^--tmentoftheNavy. S Lio„s 

PRC-ROC 7/1959 

it is MHcuUr^Z T h , ^ ^ res P° nses tavolvln g ^e People's Republic of China, 
7/I95T information concerning this operation (see the entry for PRC-Rci; 
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